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Olive P. Bell
Olive Pricilla Whitehill Bell
came of a family which in Luna
County's early days played a
conspicuous part in the settlement of the region and state.
Olive Pricilla Whitehill, who
became Mrs. Robert Kelly Bell,
worked with her husband in the
management of the ranch;
taught in the public schools and
served as principal in addition
to serving actively in numerous
civic organizations.
Mrs. Bell is the daughter of
Harvey Howard Whitehill, and
his first wife, Harriet Maria
Stevens who was born at Silver
City, Dec. 24, 1879. On the
maternal side Mrs. Whitehill
was descended from John
Stevens who came to this
country in 1638 and steeled at
Boston, later becoming one of
the first settlers of Andover. In
the fourth generation, Jonathan
Stevens served in the Revolution, having been a private in
the Battle of Bunker Hill. He
was the grandfather of Harriet
Stevens Whitehill, Mrs. Bell's
mother.
In the paternal line, Sheriff
Harvey Whitehill's grandfather,
Robert Whitehill, served several sessions in the Continental
Congress.
The seventh child of her parents, Mrs. Bell lost her mother
when very young and was left
in charge of two younger sisters. She attended the schools
of Silver City, then entered Sil-

ver City Normal School and
stood first in scholarship when
she graduated in 1897. In 1898
she was appointed to a teaching
position at Silver City where
she taught for four years until she married. She later taught
more than 15 years in the Luna
County schools and served as
principal at the Old Town
School on the Mimbres.
For some years she and Mr.
Bell (deceased) engaged in
ranching near Mowry on the
Butterfield Trail in Luna County — now known as Old Town
on the Mimbres.
The community took its name
from Major Mowry, a government surveyor, and grew into a
town of several thousand people and was a main stage stop.
Major Mowry and his associates publicized the area with
the use of maps and descriptive
material, selling lots to purchasers as far away as England.
The old house built of stone,
erected by Mr. Whitehill was a
land-mark on the Whitehill
ranch after Mowry City was
abandoned. It was he, incidentally, who brought the first herd
of registered cattle to Luna
County from Hereford, Texas.
Robert Kelly Bell was the son
of John J. and Susan Ann
Pepper Bell. His father was
born in County Mayo, Ireland;
his mother at London, Ohio.
The couple had one son, John
Jefferson Bell, born at Silver
City August 22, 1903. Robert
Kelly Bell died August 6, 1955.

